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What is MANTIS? ÅA relational, FileMaker-

based biological 

database manager 

ÅData structure based on 

Darwin Core (2009) 

ÅEmphasis on easy data 

input and data 

exploration 

ÅAlthough designed 

primarily as a stand-alone 

manager, MANTIS can 

be both a thin client and a 

server of data 



Who is MANTIS for? ÅMe 

ÅBiologists who want to 

keep track of specimens, 

classifications, 

references, loans, 

images, sounds, host-

parasite associations, 

PCRs etc. 

ÅCollection managers: 

MANTIS can be entirely 

network-independent, but 

data is never locked-in 



MANTIS version 2.1 
ÅTaxonomy and 

specimen 

management 

ÅSpecies descriptor 

module to generate 

matrix-based species 

descriptions 

ÅMolecular module to 

keep track of 

extractions, PCRs, and 

sequences 

ÅThe ability to link 

images and sounds to 

specimens 

ÅPDF management 

ÅStand-alone or with 

support for FileMaker 



Taxon management 

List of synonyms; each 

synonym is a separate 

species record 

Taxonomy of the species, 

linked to the higher 

taxonomy table 

Body size statistics, based 

on measurements of 

specimens in the database 



Specimen 

management 

Distribution data 



Distribution 

management 

Dynamic mapping in Google 

Earth 

Summary of unique localities 





Å Follows BioGeomancer 

guide for best practices 

Å Fields have constraints 

Å Ability to store additional 

ranks  

Geographic data 







Species Descriptor Module 



Batch 

barcoding 



ÅEasy export of 

data 

Publishing data 


