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Part 1. Historical review of entomological researches in the Korean Peninsula 

Geography of the Korean Peninsula 

Å Temperate Eastern Palaearctic  

Fig. 2. Korea map 



Alpine  (>70%)   

3/38  



Four seasons of Korea! 
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Insect Fauna of Korea ! 

Lepidoptera 

26% 

Coleoptera 

26% 
Hymenoptera 

20% 

Hemiptera 

13% 

etc 

15% 

Chiecklist of Korean Insects, 2010, Nature & Ecology 

Order No. of species 

Lepidoptera 3,702 

Coleoptera 3,658 

Hymenoptera 2,791 

Hemiptera 1,886 

Etc. 2,151 

Total 14,188 

Insect  spp known in Korea 

  

70,000  insect spp. 

estimated 
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Entomology in Korea before 19C 

Scientists Taxa 

19Cô  European visitors 

Walker, Tatum, Jankowsky 

 
Carabus monilifer ,  
Cicada (Hemiptera), Coleoptera etc. 

 

Early 1900ô  Japanese 

Matsumura, Doi, Okamoto, Takahashi, 

Kurosu,  
Coleoptera, Hemiptera, Hymenoptera, etc. 

 Beginning of Entomology in Korea 
 

Thomas Walker Matsumura, Shonen 
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Korean Entomologists in early 1900ôs  

Scientists Insect group 

Cho, Bok Sung 

(1905~1971) 
Lepidoptera, Coleoptera 

Suk, Ju  Myeong 

(1908~1950) 
Lepidoptera 

Paik, Woon Ha 

 (1917~1999) 
Hemiptera 

Dr. Bok Sung Cho 

Dr. Woon Ha Paik Dr. Ju Myeong Suk 



 

1950- 1980ôs  in North Korea  

   By European specialists, from Czech, Poland, Russia, Hungary, Bulgaria  

Countries  Collection 
Period 

No. Expedition  No. 
Specimens  

Types 

Hungary 1970- 1992 17 250,000  500 

Poland 1959- 1989 12 200,000  100 

Bulgaria  1970- 1990 9 50,000  40 

Czech 1959- 1989 5 30,000  15? 

Slovakia 1985- 1990 7 25,000  15 

North Korean Fauna after Korean war (1950-1953)  

 North Korean Specimens stored in East Europe 
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Current Taxonomists 

Taxa No. of Scientists Institute (major) 

 Ephemeroptera 3 KU 

Odonata 1 

Orthoptera 2 NIBR 

Dermaptera 1 

Plecoptera 1 NIBR 

Thysanoptera 1 NAAS 

Hemiptera 6 SNU, KPNU, NPQS 

Coleoptera 17 CNU, ANU, NPQS  

Diptera 6 SNU, YU 

Hymenoptera 16 SNU, YNU 

Lepidoptera 12 IU, HNU, SNU 

Trichoptera 1 KNU 

Total 70 

 Number of insect taxonomists in Korea 
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Institutes for Insect Taxonomy and Major Collection in Korea 

Government Institutes 

Universities 

National Institute of Biological Resource, NIBR, Incheon 

National Academy of Agricultural Sciences, NAAS, RDA, Suwon 

Seoul National University,  SNU, Seoul 

Korea University, KU, Seoul 

Korean National Arboretum, KNA, Pochoen 

Incheon University, IU, Incheon 

Yonsei University, YU, Wonju 

Chungnam National University, CNNU, Daejeon 

Chungbuk National University, CBNU, Daejeon 

KyongBuk National University, KBNU, Daegu 

Youngnam University, YNU, Daegu 

http://www.nibr.go.kr/index.jsp
http://100.naver.com/100.nhn?type=image_list&docid=89594


Insect collection of  NAAS,  

             National Academy of Agricultural Sciences 

Å Specialized on Agricultural pests 

Å Historic collection, 1920ôs - 

Insect Collection, NAAS, RDA 
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Type Taxa Total 

Dried specimen Lepidoptera 95,590 

  Diptera 52,773 

  Hymenoptera 103,973 

  Coleoptera 88,579 

  Heteroptera 31,522 

  
Sternorrhyncha+ 

Auchenorrhyncha 
38,320 

  Orthoptera 2,758 

  Etc. 21,902 

  Subtotal 435,417  

Slide specimen Thysanoptera 14,316 

Sternorrhyncha 46,461 

  Araneae 3,432 

  Etc. 11,747 

  Subtotal  75,956  

Total 511,373 
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Insect collection of NAAS 

Insect specimens determined in RDA 

Rural development administration (RDA, Suwon) 
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Insect database by NAAS   

(Http://insect.naas.go.kr/pisys)   óPISYSô 

Å 121,900 specimen and their images digitized (13 order, 123 family) 

http://insect.naas.go.kr/pisys


Insect collection of  KNA 

          Korea National Arboretum, Pocheon 

          Forest Administration 

 Å Specialized on the forest insects 

 

Å Lepidoptera, Coleoptera and others 

 

 

 

 

Korea National Arboretum 
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Insect database by KNA 

Korea Biodiversity Information System (KBIS) 

(Http://www.nature.go.kr)  

Å 166,000 specimen and images databased 

Å 62 % Korean insect species digitized 

 

Website of Korea biodiversity information system 

 


